
 
Reading 

Our story is about a meerkat who is tired of living in such a close family. He wants to 
find the perfect place to live. So he packs his things and searches for this place by 
visiting his family around Africa. He sends postcards back to his family telling them of 
all the adventures he has along the way.  

We will discuss the story as the class. We will try and predict what we think will 
happen and ask lots of questions about the story. We will be fully embracing 
ourselves in the text with different experience days, linking to our writing, geography 
and art work also. This book will help us write our first factual piece of writing; a 
report about different African animals. We will be learning how to research and 
collect lots of interesting facts.  

We will also continue to work on our phonics knowledge in Read Write Inc lessons in 

our specific groups and bringing home our paper copies of the books- remember 

these are not to keep and cannot be written on. 

Writing 

Week 1 – We will be practising different skills and techniques that we may have missed and getting ready to start 

our new book and topics.  

Using - un to change the meaning of words (e.g. unkind)  

Adding - s and - es to make nouns plural (more than one) 

Week 2, 3 + 4 – We will be putting ourselves into Sunny’s shoes (or furred paws) and we will be writing a 

postcard about his journey to find the perfect home. We will be looking at the shape of a postcard and looking at 

different lenses in our writing rainbow.  

Week 5, 6 + 7 – We will start writing our first ever factual piece of writing as a fact file about a hyena! The 

children will research facts about hyenas and other African animals.  

 

Writing complete sentences continues to be a strong focus in Year 1 and we practise a few simple steps to help 

us write sentences: think it, say it, write it! Saying sentences out loud is so important! Handwriting is always a big 

focus on Year 1 and we are continuing to make sure we form our letters correctly and on the line.  

Maths  

Week 1 – Time: Looking at sequencing events and telling the time to the hour and half past the hour. 

We will look at understanding different units of time, which are quicker or slower.  

Week 2 – Shape: Identifying 2D and 3D shapes. 

Week 3 – Number: Looking at numbers to twenty and continuing to look at partitioning them into tens 

and ones 

Week 4 – Money: Recognising the value of different coins and solving money problems 

Week 5 – Subtraction: Practising subtracting by counting back and partitioning into tens and ones to do 

this.  

Week 6 - Add + Subtract: Looking at how many ways to make a number and looking at number families 

(3 + 2 make 5) and solving missing number problems.  

Week 7 – Add – Subtract: Practising how to solve word problems 

  

Science  

 We will be revisiting our learning about materials; identifying and describing 

materials and thinking about the best use for different materials. In addition, we will 

be revisiting plants.  

 

History 

This half term, we will be looking at two significant individuals in history; Mary 

Anning, a fossil collector from the 19th century and the famous Sir David 

Attenborough. We will be looking at their lives, their achievements and why are they 

important to history.   

Computing  

Children will learn what data is and the different ways it can 

be represented, both with and without a computer. They 

will develop an understanding of why data is useful and how 

it can be used.  

Art & DT 

In DT, children explore different ways of joining fabrics 

before creating their own hand puppets based upon 

characters from a well-known fairytale.  

In Art, children will explore three of the formal elements of 

art: shape, line and colour. Children will mix and paint with 

secondary colours; use circles to create abstract 

compositions and work collaboratively to create a class 

piece of art inspired by water. 

PSHE  

In PSHE, children will continue to build on their understanding of the 

importance of people they can turn to regularly for help, support and 

reassurance. We will also be looking at                    safety contexts and 

how we can keep ourselves safe.  

 

PE  

Our PE focus is Athletics, where the children will master basic movements 

including running, jumping, throwing and catching. They will also aim to 

develop their balance, agility and coordination.   

RE  

In our RE lessons, we will be looking at Judaism and looking at the learning question ‘Is 

Shabbat important to Jewish children?’. We will be looking at what Jewish people do during 

Shabbat and why it is important to them.  

 

Music  

Children will use their bodies and instruments to listen and 

respond to pieces of classical music that represent animals. They 

will learn and perform a song as a class and compose a short 

section of music as a group, with a focus on dynamics and tempo.  

Important Dates  

Parents evening – Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th, Wednesday 21st April 2021 

 


