
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

Reading – Our Texts This Term 

This term we will be introducing our new topic ‘Paws, claws and wagging tails.’ Some of the 
books we will be exploring for this theme will include: 

The Great Pet Sale (Mick Inkpen) – A story about a little boy who visits a pet shop to buy a 
pet but cannot decide which one to get. The rat with whisker missing tries to convince the 
boy to buy him. 

Mrs Noah’s Garden (Jackie Morris) – This is a story about Mrs Noah and her love of her 
garden. When the ark comes to a stand still after the great flood, she decides to create a 
garden. 

What the Ladybird Heard (Julia Donaldson) – This story is about the quietest animal who 
saves the day when two robbers Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len plot to steal the fine prize cow!  

These stories are written by authors we know and we will make links by discussing how 
they are similar or different to the stories we have read before. We will also explore non-
fiction texts about different kinds of animals, how to look after pets and taking them to the 
vet.  

In phonics, the children will continue to develop their reading and writing of CVC words, 
recognising red words and developing Fred in their head for quicker reading.  

Communication and Language 

New vocabulary will be explored through word aware and class discussions linked to the 
theme and key texts. We will continue to develop our skills through ‘talk partners’ and 
develop our ability to use spoken connectives to connect ideas and express our opinions.  

We will make links in our learning and develop ways to represent our ideas during 
independent play, role play, outdoor learning and be able to describe events in some detail.  

We will develop our vocabulary to be able describe what we notice as the environment 
changes within the season of spring and think about how it compares to autumn, winter and 
summer.   

     

Maths  

In Maths the half term the children will be learning about numbers to 
15. The will be using a variety of resources to practise their counting. 
The will also be exploring what one more and one fewer than a 
number to 15 is. 

During our maths lessons we will also be investigating the concept of 
doubling, halving and the relationship between them.   

 

Our theme 

Our theme ‘Paws, claws and wagging tails’ will involve learning about a wide variety of 
animals that interest us: domestic pets; wild animals; farm animals; minibeasts. We will learn 
about care and welfare, being kind and thoughtful and how to look after our own self-care. 

 We will learn about the contrasting environments these animals live in and how they are 
similar and different to our own local environment.  We will also be exploring plants and 
finding out what they need to grow while developing the outdoor area with our new planters. 

  

 

Expressive Art and Design  

We will be creating artwork and models that explore the changes 
within the environment, such as, painting daffodils, representing 
animal life cycles, and animal observations.  

 

Celebrations 

We will continue to develop our areas. We 
would like the children to send us photos of 
pets the have at home. Please upload them 
to ClassDojo. 

PE  

We will continue to develop our gross motor skills 
and coordination through a variety of activities. 
This term our PE focus will be exploring dynamic 
balance. 

Please encourage your child to dress and undress 
independently as they will be required to get 
themselves changed for PE in school. 

Important Days 

 

PE: Monday and Wednesday.  

Reading books- please ensure your child 
brings their reading book and record 
signed every Monday to be changed.  

Last day of term  - 26th March 2026 

 

 

Writing 

The focus will be on simple sentence structure, writing simple 
captions with the range of phonetic knowledge we are developing. 
We will be encouraging independent writing within the environment 
through purposeful writing opportunities. For example, writing labels, 
appointment cards, party invitations and map-making, to link with the 
key texts throughout the term. 

Experience days and meaningful moments will create opportunities 
for brave writing, focusing on The Write Stuff Fantastics: asking, 
tasting, smelling, action and checking.  

 

 

 

We continue to develop our fine motor skills through painting, cutting 
activities, pens and pencils, to support our pencil control and letter 
formation.  

 

 

 PSHE                      
This term we will be continuing with our new behaviour curriculum. The 
children will develop their understanding of what it means to ‘Be ready, 
Be respectful and Be safe’ and apply this learning in the classroom. Each 
day the children will have an assembly which will be followed up by a 
lesson in class.   

 


