
 

 

 
 
 

Reading 

This half term we will be reading When the Mountains Roared.  When Ruby's dad uproots her from 
Australia to set up a hotel in the mountains of India, Ruby is devastated. Not only are they living in a run-
down building in the middle of the wilderness surrounded by scorpions, bears and leopards, but Ruby is 
sure that India will never truly feel like home - not without her mum there. 
 
Ever since her mum died, Ruby has been afraid. Of cars. Of the dark. Of going to sleep and never waking 
up. 
 
But then the last remaining leopards of the mountain are threatened and everything changes. Ruby vows 
to do all she can to protect them - if she can only overcome her fears... 
 
In Destination Reader lessons, we will use a range of reading strategies such as 

questioning, inference, predicting, making links, clarifying, evaluating and summarising. 

We will also be learning how to answer assessment questions using the CLEAR model.  

 Writing 

Following ‘The Write Stuff’ approach, the year 5 pupils will cover two writing genres this term including, a biography and a third person 

narrative set on a journey from one country to another, which are linked to the core text or one of the foundation subject areas. The pupils 

will be exposed to a range of vocabulary, with a focus on developing spelling rules.  

Maths  

This term the pupils will cover two units.  The first unit will focus 
on fractions and decimals.  This will lead on with a unit on 
angles.  Daily lessons, along with Maths Meeting sessions will 
support pupils to develop their fluency, reasoning and problem-
solving skills.  

Science  

In science, pupils will study Forces.  They will be able to explain that 

unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of gravity 

acting between the Earth and the falling object.  They will be able 

to identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and 

friction, that act between moving surfaces. 

Geography 

This term, pupils will build on their knowledge of latitude and 

longitude by learning about 4 and 6 figure grid references and how 

to use them. The pupils will be working as geographers to describe 

locations, landmarks and places. 

RE  

RE lessons, this term, will 

focus on Sikhism.  The 

learning will be around the 

question: Are Sikh stories 

important today? 

PSHE  

In PSHE lessons the focus is around 

‘managing safety and risk’. Pupils 

will look at some of the benefits 

and consequences of taking risks in 

familiar and unfamiliar contexts.  

Computing 

In this unit, pupils will be 

Identifying some of the 

types of data that the Mars 

Rover collects and 

explaining how the Mars 

Rover transmits the data 

back to Earth.  

Music 

In music, pupils will be introduced to 

the electronic keyboard.  They will 

‘tinker’ with the keyboard to learn 

how its functions behave, including 

how to select instruments (voices) 

and how to manipulate the volume 

control. 

Art and Design 

In this unit, pupils will take inspiration from natural objects to 

create textile art.  They will combine collage and applique 

techniques to create work that depicts textured surfaces. 

Design and Technology 

In this unit, pupils will consider the durability of fabrics.  They will 

design and make a functional and hardwearing product. 

PE 

We will be following the 
Get Set 4 PE syllabus, 
teaching Gymnastics and 
Tag Rugby. 

MFL 

In this unit, pupils will learn how to 
use auxiliary verbs and names of 
family members. 

 

Important dates 

Maths Parent Workshop – Thursday 15th January – 9:30 

Movie Night –  Thursday 15th January – 15:30 – 17:00 

Assessment week – w/c Monday 9th February 

 


